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THE REAL PARASITES 


H * It we needed am more reminders 
II that paliriaans are the enemies of 
the working etas, this week they 
were posimclv crawling over each other 
to illustrate if, On a recent mp to India 
Jack Straw w'as asked to comment on the 
Txirscrtjrcmg* of Roush |nh> ( He remarked 
rhjT “11 Brmsh companies bcnehi from 
w orking with Indian senate providers 
m Bangalore and diewhere, then Britain 
AS 4 whole benefits.' predictably 
tubsouifing the interests of owners for 
those of w orkers 

Tory Olivet Lctwm, on the other kind, 
ihewe this week to try and help bustnrs* 
put vet another hmn m; this time in the 
guise of tax structure. Companies doing 
business in the UK already contribute 
Iryk than m any other country m Europe, 
but this wasn't enough for Mr Lerwro. 
who behevrv rmtk'h tnMw'*** tJ *>~ 
pooders the nch are being “squeezed 
for every penny" by being forced to pay 
VAT. He dcwriW the Gtivemme nr tax 
faw» as “eJfeatveJy providing a subsidy 
of f\5% to people w ho want to go 
offshore." Quite unsurprisingly. Ins 
desire is to reduce the Tax burden’ on 
businesses operating here! 

A Tory solution, hut like sn many 
others, implemented with vigour by a 
Labour Pa rev eager to please its corporate 
masters. Capitalist central has already 
managed to reduce the average level of 
corporate tax m the thirtv richest 
countries from 3 ".5% to 50.8% m fust 
seven years. A frporr on this change by 
accountancy firm KPMG argued that 
the “compelinvc advantage in attracting 
inward investment was at rhk” if the 
government didn't further dash rax rates 
Airing with politicians eager to do the 
w ork of capital, these threats help the 
capitalist class displace cost irorn its 


own shoulders and onto ours. Professor 
Prem Sikka, a leading accountancy 
specialist, estimates that up to IK* 
billion is lost to the treasury each year 
just through the use of offshore tax 
havens. The Economist reported that in 
the four years to June 2003, Rupert 
Murdoch’s News Corporation paid 
£128 million in corporate taxes 
worldwide. That translates as just 6% 
of the pre-tax profits for the same 
period, despite no country m which it 
operated having a tax rate o! Jess than 
30%. During the nineties, he paid a 
grand total of no tax whatsoever uj the 

I UK, For some reason, hss mouthpiece* 
the Times, the Suit and Sky seem to be 
much more interested m putting the 
| spothghi on working daw dole scum* 

( and spofjgm«* asylum seekers than on 

ffirir nuflm. 

In addition to all thr corporate lawyers 
and accountants marketing legal tax 
avoidance schemes ro the boss class* 
business regularly pursues illegal rciurc> 
to reduce tax payment*. Whilst our 
communities arc pbvtcred with scarc^ 
tactic advertisements wanting us that 
rhe benefits agency ‘are onto us\ the 
state serms remarkably levs interested 
in pursuing tax cheating bv the nch. 
Whilst the Benefit Fraud Inspectorate 
release* figures estimating that the 
un employed manage to get up to £2 
billion pounds a year fraudulently. 

Inland Revenue statistics reveal that the 
top thousand businesses alone cheated 
by at least that amount last year. 

But it is not tu*r blame that gets 
targeted at us. The avoidance shifts the 
tax burden onto rhe working class, 
whose council and income taxes go up 
u> compensate for the shortfall. Taxes 
extracted from workers increased by over 



Bloodsucking Murdoch, head of News International, not a great dinner guest 


120% between l989-9() and 2002-03. 
whereas corporate tax col lection 
increased by just 36%. despite a massive 
rise in corporate profits. As property 
widow Leona Hdmsley once said, ”We 
don't pay taxes. Only link- people pay 
taxes.” 

The anarchist case that parliamentary 
democracy n simply a method of 
managing society in the interests of 
capitalists is cast into sharp relief when 
the m mutes of meetings between the 
Inland Revenue and top corporations 
reveal promises “not to examine in anv 
detail" fraudulent tax payments. 
Companies have also been invited to 


rewrite the rulebook on how the Inland 
Revenue should investigate them. 

Unsurprisingly, the blind eyes shown 
to this behaviour are put down to rhe 
threat by capitalists to call a strike on 
investment tor 'capital flight’ as it is 
euphemistically knownl. Insiders say 
the revenue has come under pressure 
from the government to attract multi¬ 
national investment. As one said, "If 
may be very important to get business 
here, and tax may be part of that." 

In Loier-revotutiimAry historical 
periods like the one we are currently 
living through, the low intensity of class 
conflict means that the class war is 


rarely promulgated using guns and 
gallows. Class warfare today uses whar 
Marx called a “refined and civilised 
method of exploitation", using weapons 
like taxes, productivity deals anti out¬ 
sourcing' to grind US down. 

But the ‘little people’ also have 
weapons, like our non-paymenr of the 
Tories' Poll Tax and the intensity of aur 
resistance to the ongoing arrack is 
cyclical. It is all too easy to forget that 
inter-revolutionary periods inevitably 
give way to periods of revolutionary 
acta its \M little people will not put up 
with losing the class war forever, 

Mark Devine 


SIMON BACK HOME USELESS NUS 


O n February 13 th, almost eight 
months after their initial 
imprisonment, 13 of the 19 people 
arrested during protests at the LU 
vummir in Thessaloniki have had all 
charges dropped. 

Fight of the remaining cases ate still 
under review by the Greek Judiciary 1 
whilst six have had their charges dropped 
to nmidemr jnmm, It is .in enormous 
victory in the campaign against state 
repression waged by the Greek Stare - 
although it mull be remembered that 
the hattJr i\ nut over yet. 

\imtrn, a graphk designer from Essex 
who wa . among ihw exonerated, said: 
“Tin* «» grcai news hu wirw of us, but 
of the 29 originally imprisoned rhere 


remain many under charges. Actions and 
benefits must continue with the objective 
of allowing our Spanish br o the r! » Carle* 
and Fernando - to return home before 
the state orchestra red ‘trial’ My freedom 
means nothing without rhe freedom of 
my brothers and sisters." 

Seven people were held on remand 
following the demonstrations cm charges 
of rioting, possession af explosives and 
resisting authorities, All of them denied 
these charges and, m rhe case of Simon 
Chapman, there wax substantial video 
and photographic evidence to cun Firm 
he was framed. 

Tii protest their innocence, Smilciman 
Kasrro Oakdale of Syria, Simon 
Chapman from the UR, Fernando Perez 


Corrair and Carlos Martin Martinez of 
Spam and Spyro* Isinas from Greece 
went on hunger strike Ust autumn. 

Michalis Tr.iikaprs and Dimitris 
Frtouras - who were incarcerated in a 
juvenile prison - joined *n a week lung 
symbolic strike. Overall the five lasted 
for between 49 and 66 da vs, which 
finally culminated in their release on 
bail - but only after the medical team 
were threatened with manslaughter 
charges if they did not force feed the 
prisoners- To their credit, the doctors 
did not cooperate. Following their 
release the prisoners were forced to stay- 
in Greece, though they appear not to 
have in fir red serious consequences to 
their health. 


O n Wednesday 23 ih February rhe 
National Union of Students (NUS) 
lias called a national day of action 
to shutdown higher education, this 
coincides with the Association of 
University Teachers’ (AUTi national 
strike lor a berter pay deal. This is in 
response to rhe government winning the 
vote ibut not the argument | on tiqvup 
fees. It is a fig-leaf fo cover up the 
previous indifference the student leaden 
ship has shown over lecturers’ low pay, 
Ihc NUS shutdown is part o! a so- 
called Week of Action?* which was 
doubt levs called as the NUS Conference 
is next month and the National 
Executive need to be seen to be doing 
someth mg to get re-elected. Even so, 


students and lecturers working together 
to tight the introduction of top-up fee** 
and supporting each other m struggle. 
i> something wr must encourage. On 
the ground it seem* that many students 
whilst opposed to top-up fees are not 
interested in actively becoming involved 
m the campaign, and the AUl going on 
strike, is - at best - disruptive. 

Throughout the last fifteen years, the 
interests of the NUS's membership have 
come a poor second to the catecrtst 
mcettwts ol The NUS leadership. Fortner 
presidents Stephen Twigg, Jim Murphy 
and Lorna FTmunons now grace the 
I about benches in the C 'omnuuis and 
V lurks Clarke and lack Straw hold 

w* page 3. column 1 
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Anarchism 

Ana rdii fits work toward J society of 
mutual aid imd voluntary co*opcnictun 
We rrfccr all gpvcmmcrtl and economic 
rep martin. 

Freedom Press is cm independent 
unarchjKt publisher, Beside* rhis 
newspaper, which crimes out every two 
weeks, wc produce books on nil aspeers 
of Anarchist theory and practice. 

hi our hmldjiig in Whifevhcipd we run 
BriiamS biggest vinardtisf buukjhiip .ind 
hast j socuJ centre And meeting space, 
rlic Autonomy Club. We’re currently 
developing open-access IT provision lor 
activists to use. 

Put aim is to explain anarchism more 
w#dd> and to show that hum.in freedom 
can only thrive when the institutions of 
state and capirjf have been .dm I is bed. 
Freedom’s editors wish to present a 
broad range of anarchist rh ought, ,md 
as such rhe views expressed in rhe 
piper are those of the individual 
euntri bufi >rs and not necessarily those 
of the ediri iriaf collective. 


News from 



OSEr evidence 

Moss & Co solicitors have recently hud 
disclosed to i hem by the 0*5 video 
footage of DSEi shoe, from the police 
helicopter. This shows a number of 
arrests. Anyone represented by a 
solicitor should get rheir solicitor to 
contact Andrew Kar/en rt)20 8986 
83.16): Anyone representing themselves 
should ring Andrew To check it it will 
help their case. 

Ugaf Defence & Monitoring Group 


on tour with the band in Belgium that 
the Law caught tip with him. 

Jim tads be can now start looking to 
the future and would appreciate and 
needs our support. 

Please write to him at: James Barak LL6803, 
B4-R HMP Wandsworth, PD Box 7S7, 
HeathfreJd Road, London SW16 3HS 
More info contact Anarchist Prisoner Support 
ana rp risonersupp#h □Email .coin 
www.anarchistps.org 


Donations 

Whilst wen- Moppet! publishing a hsr 
of donations received, we still need 
them, Running an anarchist bookshop 
and social centre, and publishing a 
fortnightly newspaper as expensive, and 
we have a large number of overheads. 

If you appreciate rhe work we do please 
give generously, send cheques and 
postal carders payable to ’Freedom 
Press' to Freedom Press, 84b 
Whitechapel High Street, London FI 
7 QX or get m touch if you’d like to 
setup a standing order. 


American sent down for J1S 
On the 3 3rd J.w, at Southwark Crown 
Court f England J James Borek pleaded 
guilty U* a Section 20 Unlawful Wounding 
fGBHi charge and rwo viofenr disorder 
charges plus an addinonal charge of 
skipping bad in 2UUG. Jim was arrested 
alter attacking a policeman at rhe JIS 
protest in London, He was senreneeJ m 
four and a half years. 

Jmi is a 22 year old American tad, 
who by the rime he is released in 200™ 
will nor have seen his home or family 
for eight years, Jim, an anarchist, moved 
to Dublin (Ireland) when he skipped 
hail and was working tn a record shop. 
He taught himself to play rhe tin whistle 
and joined up with rhe punk/lrish trad 
band Blood nr Whiskey !r was while 


LISTINGS 


Rooftop protesters stuck 
Three inmates of HMP Ran by Prison 
(category C with afeour 725 prisoners) 
Staged a rooftop protest at the 
Nottinghamshire jail on Friday 6th 
February. They were being moved from 
one parr of rhe jatl to another when 
they broke free from their escorts and 
scaled rhe roof. They were on the roof 
for six hours when they became stuck 
on the roof and had to be rescued by 
some specialist, highly trained screws. 
They were protesting over plans to 
move them to different wings of the 
prison, and have all now been 
transferred to different prisons. In 1994 
a number of prise hilts managed to 
escape over the fence using makeshift 
ladders, but they were all eventually 
reeaprnred (sadly). 


Contributions 

A big thank you to all the people who 
have Sent in contribution* to the paper 
recently. Regrettably we cannor 
personally acknowledge (Everything we 
receive but would like to encourage 
people to continue helping us produce 
this paper. 

HackJab 

We are a few weeks away from opening 
our computer lab. Jf you can donate either 
time or computer equipment, please gun 
the email list via the Freedom website 
,i i www. freed o m press, o rg. u k 

Circulation 

We would like to increase the readership 
of Freedom, and an important parr of 
this » getting better circulation. If you 
would like to help by selling Freedom 
or asking bookshops, libraries or 
newsagents to stock n please write to 
us or email dre^freedompress. org.uk 

Next issue 

(^ritriburrons arc wanted Jon Inrun- 
Freedoms, The new issue will In: dated 
Arh March 2M4 and die last day for 
Kcttinj. copy to us will be Thursday 
2-ftth Fehruary. Vr;ir can send articles/ 
km,* to u* u< Fre*diun.Copy@aij|,eo m 
•» hy until mail to Mh Wliitcehapcl 
IliKh Strcn. 1.Until in I J 7()X. 

II you an: uuercsrrd in writing 
r*.y,olarly for Freedom w t want m lieat 
from vouf 


Bristol 

2Ut February Festival fur Peace and 
justice - day of debates, workshops and 
stalls from 10am to 6 pm, Smith villc 
Centre, Beau ley Road. Contact 0117 
971 “7g4 for info 


Buckinghamshire 

27rb to 29ih February laving in 
Communities course at LJLL Red held 
Community, Buckingham Road, 
Winslow. This course is offered by 
Redfidd in association with Diggers 
and Dreamers. See wwwJowtmpacf.org 
or contact lifRslowonpact.org or call 
01296 714184 

5th m 7th March How to make 
biodtise) - produce your own cheap, 
carhon-neutral diesel with no need for 
alternation m your engine. For more 
mfo see w\vsv,lowmpact.org or contact 
lili@luwimpacr.org or call 01296 
714184 

I9rh to 21st March Self-build Geodesic 
Domes - build your own low-impact 
d we 11 i ng/s toruge/spa re roum/rerreat ... 
trom cheap, sustainable materials. For 
more info see wvvw.bwimpacT.nrg or 
contact lih@ltiwimpaci.org or call 
01296 714184 

Glasgow 

J Jih March Freedom readers’ group 
monthly meeting, for more details 
co n fact gJa5g0wfr@hoqiop.com 


London 

2,m .Wriwnr An African afternoon in 
memory .if Malcolm X Irani 2pm lo 
Hpni hi Unity ccnrrc, 2-4 ftuvenstope 
Struii, Halil,mi. Inr more info com mi 
nktxplfl^iyalnio.com 01 r-'lti on (Pu 
8.147 760J 

25,11 Februi »ry Ami,or*' reading niglu 

tJ “ V«ur Loaf Social ( rrafl . 2 27 

‘Uptford High 'Uriel, SI:,8, from'7,10pm 


Bring stuff to read, or just listen ... 

26tb February Indymedta presents 
Kilometer 0, a film about rhe time the 
WTO barricaded itself inside Cancan, 
Mexico’s luxury hotel strip, and tens of 
thousands of people from around the 
world came to rip down their fences 
^nd stop rhe meetings. Showing ar The 
Other Cinema, 11 Rupert Street, Wl. 
tei 020 7457 0757, curry £7/£5. 

2f>th February What is fascism, and 
how do we combar it?, joint Freedom/ 
London AF public discussion, 7pm or 
the Autonomy Club, S4b Whitechapel 
High Street, E I 

27ih February < rideal Mass Bike Ride, 
meet ,n 6pm under Waterloo Bridge by 
rhe NFT 

28th Februarv FU Dublin Mayday 
meeting from 12 noon onwards at the 
Occupied Social Centre, 93 Fortess 
Road, Kentish Town, For more details 
see www,wornb les .o rg. uk 
1st March Libertarian parenr and kid 
drop-in to be held every Monday from 
4,30 tn 6. 30pm at rhe Autonomy Club, 

I reedom, 84b Whitechapel High Street, 
El. Gome along and meet like-minded 
parents and kids. Get in rtmch at 

II be m r ia n pa ren tsCwy a boo xo. u k 
Evcn j Wednesday rhe l ARC Library 
from !pm at 62 Fie Id gate Street, FH, 
Ever) 1 Saturday Vigil for the release of 
Murdochs Vanunu from 12 noon to 
2pm u Kensington High Street near the 
Uraeti Embassy, For more info see 
www.vanunu.freeserye.cu.uk r*r call 
ffZO ?37fi 9324 


Manchester 

27tb February Benefit for Greater 
M.Uk hester and Discrict CND at the 
Sur and Garter with Manchester 
1 hmktt, Ptlluliuro, kom of Poumll.mil. 
Ir ""i ^r 1111 |f ' i-ini, i-.in in,,t 273 82m 
or see www.grmkiidorg.uk lor into 


Self-harm in prisons 
At a number of Britinb pnsom Aell-harm 
is now a bizarre death cuk, and if if> 
spreading* Ai I IMP New Hall women 
have burnt, Strangled and stabbed 
themselves. On hi 5 - first night as a screw, 
Andy Marsdcn had to cut down six 
women after they had tried to hang 
thcimelves in their cell Since then he 
has seen hundreds of women trying tn 
rake rheir own lives at the 4t)D-bcd 
prison outside Wake held, West 
Yorkshire. All screws have ro carry a 
specially designed blade encased in 
plastic to cur the women free, lr seems 
that womens prisons are filled with 
murifarian and despair. One screw rold 
rhe corporate media of a prisoner who 



Oxfordshire 

28th February L>emn at Campsfietd 
Refugee Detention Centre between [ 2 
noon and 2pm. For info call 01865 
558145 

Yorkshire 

5th March Ami-fasrist benefit with 
Random Hand :u the I ml 2 Club, 21- 
23 Albion Street. Bradford. Call UI274 
“34(60 or see WWW. 1 in j 2.com 

Animal ngJits 

All across the country hunt saboteurs 
are working directly m the field to 
protect Wildlife from the huntsmen 
contact; Hunt Saboteurs Association, 
PO Box 5254, Northampton NNI 3ZA 
w w'w. humsabs.org.uk 

World 

1st March Veggie Month. See wWw. 
a m m a I a id. nrg, u k /v eggie m on rh/come n rs. 
Iitinl or call 01732 364546, ext 29 
''th March \Xomcivs Environmental 
Network Fifteenth Anniversary, See 
www. wen. org.uk 

Hih March lntemationaj Womens’ Day 
event special information and 
discussion website has been set up at 
www.ertrager.net/m8 

Nationwide groups 
Anarchist Federation 
c/o .H4b Whitechapel High Street, 
London LI ~QX 

wvvw, a Itil.ofgaik 

i lass War Federation 

I'O R„s 4f>7, London F.S UJX 

WWW', class waruk.org 

Earth First I 

ww w.cn n hfi r st * orga i k 

liutustn.il Workers of the Work! 

I 1 " Hox 74. Itnuhinn, UNI 4/tt 
wwvv iww.tug uk 
Solidarity Federation 


hit into her *>wn arm when told *he 
Couldn't Kvr a transfer. Sadly there 
Stories are endless, one woman cun mg 
open her own stomach and hiding pens 
and batteries in the wound, another 
who ate bits of her own skin. 

Apparently a large number of these 
problems are drugs related* of the 295 
new prisoners sent to New Flail in 
January, 212 were pm straight into 
detox and 188 were smack addttts. 
Another screw said there was a simple 
solution: 14 Kill the dealers or legalise 
drugs. There’s no other way," Over the 
past year at New Hall there have been 
more chan U50O self-harm incidents, 
200% rise. Last month a woman of 37 
rer herself on fire and is still in a 
serious condition after being rescued. 
Most women don't Take such extreme 
measures and gist try to hang 
themselves, 

The latest official figures show that 
there are now more than 4*400 female 
prisoners in jail, more chan double the 
figure a decade ago. But the rise m the 
suicide rate is not simply a consequence 
of soaring prison numbers. In the five 
years between 1996 and 2001, the 
female prison population increased by 
67%, hut suicides in womens isils went 
up by 200%. 


PO Box 469, Preston PRl SFX 

www.solfed.org.uk 

l*or details Of smaller and l Ka l gr oups 
set www.cnragerner/britain 

Social Centres 

Autonomous Centre of Edinburgh 

(ACE) 

17 West Montgomery Place, Edinburgh 
www. au tonornu us o rg. uk 
The Cowley Club 

12 London R,oad t Brighton BN) 4JA 
ww w.cow ley ctub.org ,uk 
Freedom 

84b Whitchapd High Street, London El 
Kebde 

14 Roberts on Road* Easton, Bristol 
BS5 6jY 
w w w. kebe I e, o rg 

Lancaster Resource Centre (LaRQ 
Fhe Basement, 78a Penny Street^ 

Lancaster 

w w.eco- ac ti on ,o rg/ 1 a rrcas re r 
London Action Resource Centre 
(LARC) 

62 Field gate Street, London F l 
'v ww. london larc ,org 
Occupied Social Centre 
9 ^ Fortess Road, Kentish Town* 
London NWS (temporary) 
www.woiHhles.org, uk 
SUMAC Centre 

^4 5 ttladsione Street, Nottingham 
NG76HX 

w ww veggies.org.uk/rainbinv/ 

Use Your Loaf 

22 Deptford High Street, London SFX 
sv w w. sqnat.f retts e r vc .co.ti k/ 
usfvourloaf.html 
I tu12 Club 

’121 Album Street. Rr.ulLud. Wevt 
Yorkshire, HI)I 2LY 
w www I in I It om 
liilmhop 

>6 i umpam \ mi . L \ imK \ % , n { - 
'vvvw,s,iietuai.oig/56a/ 
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Do unions 
want respect? 



underground 




A hg v’heW went up «M I - mwfl 
when the Rail, M-momr and 
i Transport union fRMT f wa* 
expdloi trnrn the labour Pam under 
mk' L i. THit rule w.t* inirtpreted! to 
mean that rhr |wrryi wj* 

rtj»-invt jnj the RMT had broken 11 
when w-vtr.it branchr* affiliated lo the 
Somvb Snciahst Tarty Bob C.rowr, the 
RMT* Gotersii Secretary* "f* ar the 
rmrruiM at thi* hi iron* iiiumcnt ji *mr 
of rhe huindmu union* of the 1-tltfWf 
Tam wjt Licknl tiui for uphnkbrcK the 
unions AtiM dnetwnri that their political 
hind *bnuld hr dcm^Tjmcd to allow 
branches to support athtf political pumev 
Ftif the organisers of rhr Convention 
the rimefy expulsion of the RM I fitted 
thetf agenda. THe purpose of rhr meeting 
waft to dii«.us* poll ncal representation, 
rhr trade union*. and rhr p*tl nival hind, 

Wtih ilu- 5WFi JLimtf pro |c vr - RUAPECT 
nmJing £J million to campaign in the 
European electron*. any money diverted i 
hi* tfir union* from Lntmur would help, 

Hmtmft a* mart} or rhr misnamed 
■awkward -iqti.id” of General Vxrrtarir* 
a/t i voided to Labour they will do what | 
they t.To to block any anenipr* to divert j action. whdr k(TV ajjri-vd ft* The use of 
funding two from them. Uu year* non *rnkr measure* inch a* ’go-sk>wx\ 
I HU viiivlrrrm was caner/fed, ». .oijt;rv whiirc rraim would he driven at I Smph w 
hrrhjihrrrt from yarnao* ret;Kim wanted winch n permuted mult* rhr rule book 

to dniffifiiilr from New Uhaut. j Hu* wcrk-rn-mlc wvmfd c/foctmdr *hui 

[ nc C Jimrnimii afw* uh a" m*aricAt<r diinti rhr nrmrtHr wirfltMf anv worker* 

with members of the Anarchic 


Tube workers 
union leaders 


phr anarch** syndicalist group 
I Sohdamy Federation IMIrdJ have 
I I criticised the union RMT, calling 
I mi l nndon Tube worker* fti rake direct 

I action for Ivettcr health and *af«). 
rather than rdv on negotiation. They 
vjid "Workers van be more effective if 
they now take things into their own 
hand* - union bo*nrs are in danger of 
inarching defeat from the jaw* of 

victory. - 

Four month* j j;* ■ member* of RMT 
working for London Underground 
Limited ft If I) voted to take action 
agatittf privatisation, cutback* and 
safer* standard change!* being made 
without prior union agreement, Thrv also 
demanded the rcimtaicrnrm til 2*t-biuif i 
health and safrtv patrol* on tracks. 

Over half voted in favour of strike 


vote 

just 


for action on passenger safety but 
want to talk 


ilCi 


'f'A 


V u 


The cost of privatisation - the Paddington rail crash 


presence 

Federal* mj and Afllfdittf Worker* 
Sctwurk kaflermg rhr event Our 
pcMtncift was lard twit that we don t 
nrrd another pan*" to represent uy hut 
worker* own idNifgarnvaitcm within 
the workplace and «n our canuifunjnn; 
wherr wc fuse power at the point of 
production whmea* sending rcprcyenTa- 
tnes to parliament untender* our actual 
power to politicians., I hope this mcitt 
mark* an mtreave in .marvhtsT activity 
in the labour moremrnr It y* worth 
rrm cm he ring the word* of Trench 
anarchisr Emtfr Pouget, who in IKV"' 
camr to the conclusion that pi>litKaf 
awavvinarion* had become counter 
productive arid saw great potential m 
the rirRaniscd labour movement, “if there 
is one place where anarchivf* muvr get 
thcms^Ucs into, it is dcatlv the trade 
union movement.* 

Emma Collins 

i>fr from page 1 

high Cabinet positron*. There current 
vuevewur* ai the Nl-S w-ish to follow m 
thnr footsteps. It ts no Rreat surprise, 
rhetrfore, to vee whaf a weak and 
incllccuj.il campaign the NUS hj* 
fought agairur the imposition of fees, 
flumgh mouthing supportive dogan* 
and showing spurrouy Support, rhr NUS 
ha* never shown any gtnuifte odiiianty 
with workers in higher education. It s 
exceedingly doubtful whether anything 
will come of this exercise, designed 
mote to bolster the position of the NOS 
executive than to further the interests of 
the underpaid A if! mein bets. 

Although Mandv Telford, outgoing 
NUS President, in visits that the fight 
ipiitiu fee* can still he won, n w uniikelv 
tiut NlfS Influence will have much to 
do with it. Report* reach us that the 
will l*r im priced *m a safe Li boar seal. 

Wr *vuh the Ain inemhrrsgood luck 
with their pay ebiin. 

Goldsmiths Anarchist Society 
|oWsmttltB>Anarchlstyouth.ft#t 


breaching conrracrs or losing pay. 

Hut instead of commencing the action, 
the RMT leadership have entered 
negotiations with Tube Ixisvis in a more 
which has left many union members 
fed mg betrayed, StifFcd claim. “RMT 


I bjjen, h, nt* .inrerd to -i fuilt-Fuked 

review * of patrols t m track*. Tin* iv a 

blatant betrayal of cube workers" 

“Tlsis concession is completely 
unpracncal and w'lll result in patrols on 
tracks being undermined," 

There is increasing alarm ,ir the 
mounting number t»l accidents on ihr 


Underground as spending on e%*enHj| 
safety check* i* reduceit and waff .ire 

ditched, following the sell-off of Tube 
infrastructure in April last year. 

In the thineen months to October 
2003 there were five derailments, and 
this is str to get worse as the rest of 
the tube ’ the stations and trains - are 


Modern day slave drivers 


A 

fir 


ecording to the UK Hardware store 
WilLmwnA , thm u«<* (if compulwtr) 1 
prison labour is, “helping to 
rehabilitate prisoners and increase their 
empltWiibilirv'. - ilu* ls, of course, a ihm 
viimkewrecn for ruthless opportunism 
vrnce tt * hard to imagine how packing 
small items for Wilkio «* going to 
rdiahihiafe prisoners who, prior to the 
intervention nt thevc greedy private 
compaiuev, had far greater acce** to 
education and were able to learn proper 
trade skills, 

Cximp,mir\ hkc Wilkmson s merely see 


this, slave workforce as some thing to 
expfuii in <»rder tt* increase their profit*, 
and all subsidised by ihc tax payer, 

V new v impjign has been started to 
name and shame die boss of retail giant 
Wilkinson s. Tony Wilkinson* the 
directiu. is doing very nicely out of 
compulsory prison labour. 

Prisoner* get paid an absolute 
maximum at 1 1,20 per day working for 
Wilko s while, according to the The 
Sunday Times Rich Lm. Tony Whiplash 
is sitting on nearly ( 1()0 miltionl 
In rhe year ending January 20(12, 
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Wilkinson's, saw profits rise sharply to a 
record i $ million on sales of £H 17 
rnillron, hardly surprising considering 
the low wages they pay their m-siorc 
employees, the pittance they pay their 
prison slaves, and the heavy subsidies 
they receive from the tax payer to allow 
them to evptou prisoners. The Uampaign 
\gainst IVison Slavery (CAPS) have also 
discovered that the English Wilkmwm 
family were riotcirwus slave-owner* in 
the States, in North Carolina in 1858, 
*mc of them ow ned no fewer than nine, 

CATS are taking the new- approach 
a* part of their drive to improve working 
conditions for British prisoners. They 
were recently informed that ihe bead of 
the Ohio Prisons Department is called 
Reginald W'llkmson, so tin* name 
Wilkinson is sv ttuviynkous w ith ptiscin 
repression and abuses! It you know anv 
nthet infamous Wilkinsons please lei 

Caps know. 

Uk Home Secretary David Blunkett 
iv now moving to get prisoners to pay for 
their own incarceration by introducing 
so-called part-time prisons, so no doubt 
they're giving to also he required to dt> 
part time jobs. As prisoners already do 
work for Wilkinsons l APS thought the 
firm might he interested m employing a 
part-time prisoner m one oi their stores. 
Suitably dressed, mseenruy guard Mark 
Barmlcj and part-time prisoner Wolfic 
went l>> l hill Mlilko's to find out 

Entering the store handcuffed together 
the pair firit tested just how link £ U2d 
will bio you in Vt dkmst»n\ A pack uf 


now being run down m preparation 
terr pnvatisa cmn. 

See ediionat on page 6 
Exempts taken from Solidarity, freeshect of the 
North-East London Solidarity Federation Fora 
copy, contact: NELSF, P0 Ben 1681 Ufidon 
NS 7i£ Coniact t Mm at tielsoifed«>fsjnaii,nel 
or see ww*.sotted org.uk 


unlef mile, the %ort o( item prisoners 
are mcrciismgjy having ro pay far them- 
vclvea., proved too dear, hut Guard 
Barnsley was *er* interested by rhe bags 
of ’mixed screws’ at two far t \ .20. 

Just the type of thing prisoner* arc 
forced to pack for WilkoV Oin convict 
was lev* impressed ac of cource hex none 
too fund of screws. Moving on, thev 
decided it w-a» time to try and we what 
W'dkn’s amrude fo employing part-time 
prisueim would he, none too forthcoming 
of course, with nothing actuallv available. 

We srronglv vuvpcct they'd he no 
keener to employ the oc-praontn 
who’vc previously sla*ed for them 
inside, not least since unlike in prison 
the* 'd have to pay them minimum 
*v age. The Hull store did pte^em one 
opportunity though, in the form u£ a 
photo booth, which Guard Bams1e> 
thought might be a good place to take 
WlpIfieV new ID photo. 

To k\ tlko’s evident bek of amusement 
the pair's visit was m any event 
discreetly tilmed and recorded, not 
discreet tv enough it seems because 
Wilkinson's mvn Security via tied 
pulling their hair out and tttggcrcJ an 
alert, which brought fccurhv guards 
running from all corners i*i the precinct 
in which their Hull store is located, 
t hey only arrived m time however io 
see prisoner Wo J fit being liberated, and 
departing with hw lormct guard, 
chuckling alt the w av to the pub. 

Campaign Against Prison Slavery 

www ag,imstiwiso(Hiawi> wg 
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Hie Italian job-stoppages 

Wildcat action and self-organisation on the rise in » “ h " ndred * 
of thousands down tools and walk out, reports A ex 


M M orkert have been 

I M m start Jmj; ihcir grciunJ 
I jH m itp.iilist arracks b\ 

If U busses and tJic 

|V government in i Jtab js 
s rnii«, block.idis and 

■ demomcra lions swwp 
the- coimrry. Regional general srntrcs 
halve hern held. and ,1 na r in iij I general 
strike hji hern called tor the 20th 
March hy rhe rank-and-file 'base 1 union 
CUB and the .marehtH,yndjCiihst USl. 
Aludb nt the discontent has been caused 
by assault* pensions, wage*,, welfare 
and the equalisation or employment. 
What distinguished the current wave ot 
action is that much of u ha* been 
uruafused bs worker* themselves, with 
the ajrttntaftct of the small base union** 
away from the bureaucracy and legalism 
of the hierarchical trade unions - some 
thing we m the UK could learn a lot 
from. Below arc short summaries ot 
*eleered jetton hi sector 

Transport 

A management-union stitch-tip over 
p*iv m Milan was met with a two-day 
wildcat of transport cm plovers .Assisted 
bv milrumt* of the rank-and-file ‘bast' 
union CO BAS, workers hdd a 100% 
solid strike, during which nor a single 
tram* bus ur underground tram ran in 
rhe city. Hus driver? iVom Brescia who 
had been out only a feu days previously, 
joined the strike in solidarity, 

Thousan Js of airport staff who have 
been struggling over changing work 
practices organised an impromptu 
demonstration and assembly in the Rome 


Fiumtcino airport cafefrm on the Hfh 
February. Two da vs later baggage 
handlers w ddcarteJ while other staff 
stopped work to support them, together 
blockading aircraft and confronting 
police. This intimidation did oaf put 
them off* as a follow-up strike was 
called on rhr I 9tH. stopping 164 flights. 
A national transport workers Strike was 
organised to coincide with a Telecoms 
workers walk -out on the 30th January. 

Alitalia pilots Have been striking 
alongside Venice baggage handlers, and 
as WL - ri» print thev are set rn |om 
Railway and ferry employees in a strike 
on the 20th March. More flighrs will he 
disrupted by members of the Eniv trade 
union at other airports, with many 
more stoppages planned for March. 

Health 

Health sector employees struck 
ifmiughour Italy on rhe ^fh February. 
Over 155,000 workers were involved in 
rhe .renon, which will still we medical 
emergencies deajr with. Unions 
apologised for causing inconvenience m 
the public* bur felt that the action, as 
well as two more organised lor Match* 
is necessary to prevent the national 
health service being broken up and stop 
the cutbacks. Following the strike* 
bosses have agreed to enter into 
negotiations with the workers, 

Manufacturing 

In Term, hundreds of school and 
university students |omcd the striking 
workers of the Ast steel works in 
protesting against a proposed 900 job 


si j: ! 


1 


AlLf , 


> T ' 


cuts on rhe hrh February, The rwo 
groups met it the factory’ gates before 
marching together across the town In 


Genoa, IIvn factors workers fought 
pulicc at the town hall in protest 
against job lasses. 


For mote information see the websttss of 
COBAS at www.cobesJt, CUB at www.ojb.it 
and the USl at www.ecn org/us^ait 


Organise! 


Looking a right tit 


T hy Anarcho-Syndicalist Federation* 
Anarchist Federation* Anarchist 
f’ritoner Support and a number of 
previously unaffilifted anarchists have 
come together in Ireland to found a 
mure effective and better-recurved 
class struggle anarchist organisation 
across Ireland Together we have 
reared a new organisation Organise! - 
Working OiM Resistance, winch fu* 
local groups and individual members 
acros* die Ireland. 

f he ASF jnd AF in trdiind had 
ahead) .•dl.ib-vitcd on two previous 
publications, tailed Wildcat, which 
presented agreed positions on the tnufe 

urnnn, mi rhe North. The impetus for 
tiu ' H j rirm ni this orgatmnrirm go, s 
haclt to a proprul maiie last year 
1-kiog in umbrns if) look smntidy at 
huJldmg a marc rffeerm otgmitsatirni 
freI, muJ, 

T ** respond to this proposal w y> 
m*vd t fn k dm uwior, fiJJ fnovmg thing, ( 
ffK)k pjtfty hitwcetJ tfliisf who i 


were most interested m pursuing it and 
who felt they had most in common. 

Our attitude to those class struggle 
anarchists outside the group is amicable 
and co-operative Though We recognise 
there ate differences, wc seek to work 
to overcome these where possible* and 
to build stronger links - and mdre 
effective ways of working together as 
part of budding ,i broad libertarian 
movement throughout Maud, We will 
not, however, dry away from debate 
and discussion of differences but will 
try to deal with these in an open and 
friendly fashion, 

Mwr important I y> we seek through 
nut activity and propaganda, Through 
discussion and pfactfc.il solidarity with 
our fellow workers* to show the 
re valu e of anarchy orgamsing 4 nd 
ulnirurdy rhr benefit,v ..I a future 
Jihrrtariiiit tom mum si rmihiifdn (m 
workers r very when 
For mure inforrMIIOfl m fflfllf W«bsfl« a! 
a tg4Plkei roljmit ni i; 


W ho can deny that The Bush 

Government did nut leap mto 
action. The instant people 
complained* a federal enquiry way 
launched to discover what happened* 
why and rn make sure it does run 
happen again. Shame it was Only Janet 
Jackson's breast that got that treatment 
Ah, the strange morality *d the US, 
Vuj can mvade another country and 
kilt thousands on extremely dodgy 
evidence and arguments of the govern¬ 
ment and tins doe noi merit an enquiry. 
Show .t little bn too much flesh on 
prittir-rmte television and the world n 
Coming to m end. But* wan, the US 
h.n final!) announced that an 
‘independent' enquiry m pre war 
in(dlinenci- i» i,, I,*- arrnngwi, By h!n ,ngc 
Uiincldwice, Tony libit aniuiuncn he. 

will hold i 'linnl.vrlv BoUependohr 
niqmrv jf«}f mniilh, ni ...lyn,,, he w„„V 
llbT he it .i poodle, in .mythinK 
limit ni the new 'mdepemlfiii' 
rngulrim li.ue,, |,ir common, noth 


arc made up of appointees of the 
government under investigation. Both 
have a narrow remit, looking purely at 
du intelligence and not the use of n hy 
the governments m question. So Bush 
and Blairs new enquiries are dead-ends* 
sideshows tu divert attention from the 
teal issues. And to delay thing* until 
after the US d ext ion, 

Aluu all, according to rhe Observer. 
American oHici.dc knew in May of |.i M 
year that Iraq possessed no weapons of 
mass destruction* And David Albright* 
a farmer UN midear mspecttu with 
ch>se contacts m horii the world id 
weapons inspection and rncdligtmcft, 
Mated that "it was ki^wii m May that 
nn was going to find large 
sioapth v of chemical and biological 
weapons. Flu: only people who did tun 
know thiu fact was this piddn, 

Wy can rakt tt tor granted that this 
mqmtv, well being staffed bv dv 
Biwh\ am, will mn touch mi thri Ian 
And what u meins fof the enquiry, 


Unlike previous US wars in Mexico* 
Cuba* she Phi!hpines* Vietnam and 
mani more. Bush i assertions m the 
reasons tor vt have bet n subject to 
much scrutiny. Not enough before the 
invasion, however* when it could have 
made a difference (proving, inctdervtails* 
the role of the media as purveyors ot 
die opinions of the povvcrKil rather 
than actual news) \nd they have been 
proven utterly false Bush Has been 
caught red-headed Ivmg about war. 

And vet there are no v alU for 
mipi Khmeni as theie went for Hill 
t Imtnn hdlowtug the Abuin.i Lewnukv 
V and.iF 

l Iv irlv* tot rhe % hmyian light* King 
about st a is miuh worse ihm King 
ibout rhe reasons for war U caw oi 
maky win not love d, \v f.uiet |.i. kson 

uoiihi ptobahK ,igrce, the minahts of 
iht Uv elite vrvim i ud xtrangy I uu 
stranger than her bo«b**r \.hI ibai 

s lying vi *owifung 


lain MrRap 
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Green and Black Bulletin 

Rise of the barbarians 

May the barbarians break loose, may they sharpen their swords and 
may they brandish their battleaxes. Hmitim 



His time is at hand: Conan. California State Governor (Republican) 


I f w'e examine much of the current 
debate hi anarchist circle* surroumJ 
injp, civilisation, technology* 
progress. grccti anarchy ted 

anarchy and w on. we are left 
wiih the impression ihat criticism 
of civilisation hit' only recently 
ansm within anarchist and revolutionary 
thinking. But this impression if false, and 
harmful tor those of us with a revolu¬ 
tionary .inn-uvilis.inoti perspective. 

In Met, a revolutionary questioning 
of uviliuriLHi, nt teduiolopy and of 
progress can be found throughout the 
history of modem revolutionary thinking. 
Charles Founrr posed his utopian social¬ 
ist 'Harmony' against the disharmony 
of *Civilisaridp - . A number of the most 
radical ot the Rurnarmot |0Jake. Byron 
.ind Sihrilfc* j minis offtcTW were divriricri) 
di.imtftfut of o/eftfirnahsm +Trt«J its 
y iififanau reason- 

gyt wr eon bnng things closer to home 
R v looking at anarchists of the nineteenth 
century. Certainly Bakumu had no 
problem with industrial technology. 
Though he didn't share Marx's almost 
mystical tnrh in the capacity of industrial 
Jric/npmcfir to create the technical basis 
for ghihaJ communism, he also did not 
ux anvrhmg inherency dominating in 
the structure of industrial systems. In 
tact, his concept of workers taking over 
the organisation at society through 
rheir own economic and industrial 
organisations. was to cvcntuallv become 
the basis of anarcho-syndicalism, {This 
development, huwrvcr, is based on a 
misunderstanding, since Bakunin quire 
clearly stated that this organisation was 
nut something that could he developed 
iin an ideological basis outside of the 
direct struggle of the workers, hur rather 
that it was something that the workers 
would develop for themselves in the 
course of t heir struggles He therefore 
did not suggest any specific form for it,) 
Nonetheless, Bakunins appeals to the 
'‘unleashing of ihe wicked passions' of 
the oppressed and exploited were seen 
by many of the more reasonable 
revolutionaries of the tone as a barbaric 
cal! for the destruction of civilisation. 

And Bakurnii lmiiYi.il did call lor ‘ I fit 
annihilation of bmirgeok civilisation* 1 
along with “the destruction of all 
States** and the “free and spontaneous 
organisation from below upward, by 
means of Jret issuci-trioris." Bur 
Bakunin's French contemporary, Krnesi 
Goeurderoy, was less cnrtdrtionat in his 
refection ot *;iviburnum. He says simply: 

"fn civihsatfon, I vegetate; I an* neither 
happy, mir frees why then should I 
denre tbi*. homicidal order to be 
■ onccrvqd? I here is no longer , 1 m 1 thing 
lovorisi ivi of that which the earth 
suffers. ” And he, along with Peincquc 
and 01 he/ anari lint revultirioiMriev id 
lli r time, ippr.ik fo the harbatii spirit 
of di striutiCKI 10 Ining an end to fhe 
civihvinou of domination, 


Of course, the majority of anarchists 
at that time, in our own, did nor 
question civilisation, technology or 
progress. Kropotkins vision of 
communiscd Factories, Fields and 
Workshops or josiab Warren’s True 
Civilisation inevitably have more appeal 
to those who arc not prepared to fact 
die unknown rhan the anarchist critiques 
of mdustruli'tm and civilisation that 
often offer no clear vision of what will 
he after the revolution ary destruction of 
the civilisation that they bate. 

The early twentieth century, and 
pamcpbrlv the great massacre known 
as the Fust World War, brought a major 
overturning of values Fjuh in the 
I fxiurgeois ideal of progress vs as ihomugfilv 
I eroded and rhe questioning of civilisation 
l rrwff is js a jtigmfrcunf aspeer of ,1 number 

I ,*f radn if movements iiiefuding dadaism, 
fttufurii jturthO'fururFsm and carle 
surrealism. If most of the better known 
anarchists (such as Malaicsta, Emma 
Goldman, Mabkno ami mi onJ continued 
to see the possibility of a liberated 
industrial civilisation, other lc>wr-known 
anarchtscs saw a different vision. 

Now, I want to be dear, l am not 
bringing all of ibis up in order to prove 
rh,u the present-day anti c ivilisation 
current has a legitimate anarchist 
heritage. If us critique of the reality we 
face is accurate, why should we care 
whether tr firs into some framework ol 
anarchist orthodoxy? But Bakumn and 
C'lX'iirdcroy, MaJarrsi i and Filippi, .ill 
ol the anarchists of rhe past who lived 
in struggle against domination, *s they 
understood it were not trying to create 
any ideological orthodoxy. They were 
participating in rhe process of creating 
.1 revolutionary anarchist theory' and 
practice thji would be an ongoing 
process. This process, has included 
critiques of cmlkitiun, critiques of 
progress and critiques of technology 
(and often in the past these critiques 
were not connected, so that, for 
example, Bakunin could call lor “the 
annihilation nf bourgeois civilisation'' 
and soil cmhract its technological out¬ 
growth, industrialism, and Marcus 
Graham could call for the destruction 
of the machine' 111 favour of an 
unmecliamsed civ ilisation). We are living 
in different times. The words of Bakunin 
or i iieurderoy, ol MoJatcsrj or Kenzo 
Novato re, or of any of the artardmi 
writers of tfu' past c.innnr he taken as a 
program Of a duett 1 tie to he followed. 
Krtfhcr they form an arsenal to be 

I I mied And among the weapons m that 
arsenal arc barbaric battenng rams that 
can be used agamst the walls of Cfvilisa 
rion, of the myth of progress, of rhe 
lung sifHx dispfnven myth that technology 
can save us from our woes 

We are living m a world in which 
technology has certainly gout our of 
control. As», a 1 . 1 strophe ltd lows cat as 
I iruphe, so 1 ailed 1 huii.hi' I and scapes 


become increasingly tout ml led and 
mechanised, and h 11 man beings 
increasingly conformed to their rale* as 
cogs m 1 he social machine. Historically 
the thread that has gone through all 
that is best in the anarchist movement 
has mu been a faith in civilisation ur 
technology nr progress, but rather the 
desire for every individual to be free ro 
create her or his life as he nr she see* lit 
in free association others* in orher 
words, the desire for the individual and 
collective rcappropnotion of life. And 
this desire is still what motivates anarchist 
struggle. At rhis point it is clear to me 
that the technological system is an. 
integral part ot the network of domina¬ 
tion. It lias been developed to serve the 
interests rd the rulers of Hus world. 

One ol rhe primary purposes of large- 
stair technofogical systems is rhe 
main ten ance and extension of social 
control, and this requires a technological 
system that is largely setf-maimuming, 
needing only minimal human intervention. 
Thus, .1 lugger navi t is created. The 
recognition ihai progress bad nu inherent 
connection to human liberation was 
already recognised by many revolution¬ 
aries by the end of the First World War. 
Certainly the history of the twentieth 
century should have reinforced this 
understanding, W'e look out now on a 
phvocally, socially and psychically 
devastated world, the result of all that 
has been catted progress. The exploited 
and dispossessed of this world can no 
lunger seriously desire to get a piece of 
this puree lying pic, nor to take it over 
and 'self-manage' n. The reappropiiattnn 
of life must have a different meaning in 
the prescat world. In light of The social 
tra ns kirtn adorn of the past few decades, 
it seems to me that any serious revolu¬ 
tionary aii.uchisi movement would have 
id call industrialism arid civilisation 
uyelt into question precisely because 
anything levs may nut provide us with 
the necessary roots for raking back our 
lives ai our own. 

Bur my anti-civilisation perspective is 
not 1 primilivisl perspective. While it 
may indeed he inspiring ro look at the 
apparently anarchic and communistic 
aspects of same "primitive* cultures, I do 
not base my critique on a comparison 
between these cultures and the current 
reality, but rather on the way in which 
all of the various institutions that 
comprise civilisation act together in 
take my life from me and turn it into a 
toed inr social reproduction, and how 
they transform social life into a 
productive process serving only to 
maintain the rulers and their social order. 
Thus, h is essentially a revolutionary 
perspective, and this is why J will 
always make use ul anything in that 
arsenal which is the history of revolution¬ 
ary theory and practice that can enhance 
my -aniggle. TrirmtiviF people have 
often lived m anarchic and communistic 


ways, but they do not have a history’ ot 
revolutionary' struggle from w hich we 
can loot weapons for our current 
struggle. Having said this, however, \ 
do recognise those .inarchii-poimrivisis 
who continue to recognise the necessity 
of revolution and Uass struggle as my 
comrades and potential accomplices. 

Revolutionary struggle against the 
civilisation of control and profit that 
surrounds us will not he the reasonable 
attempt to take over means of production. 
The dispossessed of this w orld seem to 
understand that this is no longer an 
option tr>r liberation (if it ever was), It 
most are not clear about precisely who 
or what k rhe enemy, roost do understand 
that they have nothing to say to those 
m power, because they no longer share 
a common language. We who have been 
dispossessed by this world now know 
chat wc can expect nothing from it. If 
we dream of another world, we cannot 
express that dream, because this world 
dots not provide the words for it. And 
must likely many no longer dream. 

They |U*t feel rage at the continuing 
degradation of their existence. So ihiv 
revolution will, indeed, be flic release of 
the 'wicked passions' of which Bakunin 
spoke, the destructive passions that arc 
I he only door l«* a free rxislciicv U will 
be the commg uf ihc barbarians predicted 
by Dejnequc and (aieurdeToy. But it is 


precisely when people know that they 
no lunger bas e anything to say to their 
rulers, that they may learn how to talk 
with each other. It is precisely when 
people know that the possibilities of 
this world can offer them nothing that 
they may learn how to dream the 
impossible This network ol institutions 
1 1i.u dominate our life, this civilisation, 
has turned our world into j toxic 
prison. There is vo much to be 
destroyed so that a tree existence may 
\k created* The time of the barbarians 
e» at hand. 

May the barbarians break loose. May 
they sharpen that swords, may they 
brandish rheir battleaxes* may they strike 
their inclines without pity. May hatred 
take die place of tolerance, may fury 
take the place of resignation, may 
outrage take the place ol respect. May 
the barbarian hordes go to the assault, 
autonomously, in the was ihat they 
determine. And may tin parliament, no 
credit institution, no supermarket, no 
bar racks, no factory 1 ever grow again 
after their passage, in the face of ihv 
concrete that rises to strike the ski and 
the pollution that finds it, one can well 
sav with Dejucquc that “It w not thv 
darkness that the Barbarians will bring 
to the world this time, u is the light ~ 

Cl ISsO OOotc-o 

Fu*l publblmd m Unmimuus Builedh 






















Editorial Commentary 


S t), l.uge sections til 'he tiilw 
luve Fkvii privatised. jni * 
mureanr*twhf*n the near 
Future-m wfiiiT upnnmare 

tu»w open to the lube 
worker*? Well, firmly, rhe 
hu t thsii urtiun howev have 
«,W -mi and ignored their member*' 
Wisfert niake^ things •< l(,t moie >mugbl 
fwwa-d. After >11. worker* don't need 
nitron h»w* *«> tme them pertniwwn H- 
fafce action ivbivh afl^rs m man* 
people's welfare ami fire*- The tad is ^ 
jfiai the very action that the ballot has 
vjmnoiieJ could be taken ar am mm: 
to great rffrei ami owned on a* and 
„ ben worker feel it Is neeeivir*' to 

Jt fneve *hcir demands. 

f.lking action on the mb, as opposed 
fr» walking our on strike. iv jn under 
used bur bighlv-eUeemr wav of forung 
ficuijgcnu'm to coruxdr to your demand* 
t; f i cbm *, work ro-rules and sirons or 
occupation* arc often .ill far mufC 
sensible and effective ways of raking 
.ferion. Firstly, you don't fare am pan 
\|fo, you don't hmc fb worn about 
picker lines, -tod an> v-iMnng that rakes 
place ha* firrfc Of no efhxr in undermining 
the action. Often ivitft a conventional 
*walk-i»ur > strike the union officials 
have all the say as to when, where and 
bow the action takes place. And they 
can cHoOle to sell out when they want. 

In contrast, taking direct action at work 
nukes the |oh of union officials completely 
redundant and puis the control of any 
dispute precisely where it should he - with 
those of us actually taking the action 
Looking at the past, wt can sec that 
direct action on the tub has been a toed 
and tested method of winning dispute 
for the past hundred years at least There 
have been man) creative forms of act ton 
taken by workers which arc now rarelv 
used. It is worth taking a look at these 
ami the advantages rhev offer workers 
as opposed to strike action. 

There i> the ‘good work* strike. 

Transport workers have often taken 
action against their Itosws l»v carrying 
cm working, hut letting the public travel 
free. Obviously thi* is always a popular 
action with passengers, and management 
hate it because it a ifects their profits far 
more than walk-outs. Working to rule 
has also hten used to great effect by 
railway workers, especially m the early 
|<ni*~ when the newly-formed 
National Industrial Relations Gourr 
ruled that it was ,m 'unfair industrial 
practiced - and during ihc wave of 
militancy which swept Europe up to 
J9M. Railway*man FJ, Passom claimed 
at a union meeting tin 1911; “How 
foolish it is to go on strike, thus placing 
ourselves hi the pow er of the companies, 
who can starve us mm subjection, when, 
by a little intelligent use ul sabotage, 
etc., on the job. we could obtain our 
ends.** 

If tube w orkers can organise together 
across London and take it upon ourselves 
tn run the rube safely until management 
agree to our demands, this could be one 
of rhe most powerful and effective 
actions on fhe tube for many years. 


Tired mantra 

Pm -me many reader* arc now gciimg 
h ired of Pcrer GihstmX inc^m i hvmrrv 
in favour or genet.e dermnm.sm and 
ho father Jhm.vsoe actinide toward* 
Ivirh an thro I'ology and anarchism, 
dabbed 'tired and old' tt ..minmtjry. 
-ih February I. In fact be Hardly low* 
nn opportunity i«* promote and parade 
ho own narrow, wtmmsrie our look. As 
fur having an hnfltmWe m,flld • 

hardly a match for dear P«W? r * lcl 

I me make bur brief pounv 

j yhe opposition chat Peter sets up 
between lumrt.mtl nurture. sntiatoJoBvl 
and anthropology i> redunJam an 

nuufctcd, 1>rt tcla,l,s '' JI,J 

biologist, h.i >. tong recognised rhnt 
everything people do o intrinsically an 
always both biological and social, 
mvolvmg both nature and nurture 
2, Sociologists rhemvebes, even hd 
\Vifeun to some extent, have long 
j repudiated the crude and simplistic 
! generic deicrmfaism rliaf FVter continues 
to espouse, seemingly quire oblivious to 
such topres as complexity, a uropoiesis, 
contingent), emergence and symbiosis 
that art of such importance to can tem¬ 
porary biologists. The social determinism 
of postmodernism is equally one sided 
and unreliable. 

J, As Peter almost has apoplexy at tin: 
very mention of anthropology, may l 
suggest he read the (ikes of Gregory 
Bateson, Steven Ruse. Ernst Mayr, Brian 
Goodwin, Stephen lay Gould, Lynn 
Mafguhs, Richard Lewontm and Fritjof 
C apra — biolngivts and vctcOiUR who 
will pet haps give him a more mi armed 
account uf what makes us humans rick, 
and even lead him to realise that many 
factors arc involved m understanding 
rhe complexity of human life. 

4, \\ ? h.n concerns rnc isn’t so much 
Peter's narrow and preiudieed 
conception of bluings arid his continual 
misrepresentation of both anthropology 
and anarchism, but rather the political 
inferences he seems to draw from this 
blinkered approach, namely, the laa 
that Peter appears to advocate ns some¬ 
th wig hew and mnmanve ... guess what? 
Free market capitalism and a rather 
antiquated Hubbcsun perspective. 

Peter's constant and rather tired mantra 
of genetic determinism sounds like an 
old-lasburned gramophone when the 
needle got stuck, 

Brian Morris 


1 tsn t 

“ we must acknowledge 
i the human psyche i* 
lower** > Thm 


Quiz answers 


L Tiir Drukr uf Lchantm and Syria. 

2. Hr fKed'nuxwhilcet and rally cars 
cnenpaiftyely, 

k Hie rral CarliiHt, or CarJim, ivcrr 
reaatnnairs ^paruth innmirchnhi fruni die 
tiurth oi iht euuriity, m vatinl hreantr 
rhrt Jud hdeked King E-arh., tn a battle 
i/mr iiiccmion. 

* It iJ«7'r* ienuiv tky mint hr over 5b. 
7hu u to Hup gold diggit« wducing 
wrilih) *’ldrily Vaninw fWt w: men. So 
ii'inr i f f rltfjH rfr gay, thert^ 


Both Brian Mums and Peter Gibson, 
despite .ill their controversy, agree that 
"humans arc animals and the state 
consists of Immans." Yet both call 
themselves an.irchivts. Pus is strange, 
because animals aren't in the least 
anarchistic. They're not revolutionaries, 
they 're hidebound fradirionallstv 

Surely humans a a* partly a mm a Is. But 
it v then other paft, their specifically 
human mrdfigenec, that can question 
their genetic and social conditioning 
and thereby go beyond it and reach a 
rurally different level nf consciousness, 
in which there's no *>ensc til insecurity, 
and hence no craving for power which 
is the root cause of the state. 

Animals arc violent* greedy, acquisitive 
and competitive- They live m groups 
with .uirhnrii triati social structures, 
hierarchic*. T hey have pecking orders. 
They have cop dog*«. Chimpanzees even 
have pofinunos who build power haws 
in the group, currying favour l>y kissing 
habics- The same psychological I actors 
insecurity uid craving for power - 
that drive humans to create staio drive 
animal*. Amnuh can’t haw untight into 
those factors, but humans tan and ihat 


ten insight liberate* fheTOi 

Hamid Kiret.iv' h«k wk . M "' S!JH% 

v. 11 , 4 . .parked lh« whole <«n(rovw»f re 

, mmr-f vatoflbto intorinatKin jKiui 

iure. but uf* («tt« ,ht,f W cht " 

laical onRin Wh.n ic $* > * » 

cuctfuragmg: 
that entrenched m 
a pnrcrttiiihty for a witt tb po 
Mint to imply that the ■pMamwfity rs 
as ineradicable fa human* « «r o m 
anrmah, m ohich weVe stuck with the 
SLJie for ever. 

Francis eiingham 

Rights alright 

PtiiJ Maguire uvi thit J haven't answered 
hi' question .ihoui .Ju BNb’s 'rights for 
u-hires’ slogan (Commentary, 24th 
January}, cvett though I spent two 
paragraphs of my last fatter doing so. 

To recapinalate: my reply is that nghrs 
shouldn’t depend on any category- They 
should he for everyone, not just lor 
whites We should tight for our freedom 
by rejecting fixed categories and not by 
demanding 'rights’ for the categories, 
which aren’t rights for us as real people 
who exceed and escape the categories, 

NOW I'd like to ask Paul a few questions. 

1 Why does he keep assuming that 
someone can only give or receive 
solidarity in relation to common or 
homogenous Interests or desires? Why 
does he assume that difference must 
necessarily lead to conflict and division? 

Is this, perhaps, an unconscious remnant 
of the bourgeois individualism' he claims 
to have rejected, expressed through the 
assumption ihat everyone onlv evtr 
pursues individual self-interest? 

2. Why docs he v.dl a politics of difference 
‘bourgeois', when rhe inherent logic of 
capitalism is to homogenise the world 
in line with capitalist monoculture? 

1. If class identity is objccrive and nor 
at all a discursive consmict, what is to 
stop someone setting up a hierarchical 
organisation in order to represent the 
vital interests at this category? Isn't such 
i statist evolution a necessary develop¬ 
ment, since the class would have to 
enforce the primacy' of this particular 
label, and hold down rhe ‘bourgeois 
individualists' whose demands for tht- 
nght to he different bring them into 
conflict with the interests' 1 of rhe “class'? 
-1. Class as a social relation built into 
the production process exists only when 
both ruling and working class exist. 
Therefore, a revolution against the 
production process abolishes out only 
the ruling class but aUo the working 
class. Since rbe ruling class is abolished, 
the working class loses the relational 
basis tor its wit-debtorion How, then, 
arc working class people to become 
ready to create a world where They are 
free Irom class, and where they abolish 
themselves as a class, by means nf a 
political strategy which emphasises 
their class Identity as fundanient.it? 

I've no wish to deny the existence of 
oppressive relations structured around 
class, bur Raul is wrung to establish 
^■uch a strong binary between class 
oppressions and those constructed around 
other categories. Clast oppression can't 
'simply be brought to an end by thinking 
differently” - but which oppression *an 
nimply be ‘thought* out ol existence? 

Is an individual's rejection of racism 
going to smash rhe racist state? U an 
individual’? rejection of psychiatric 
oppression going to tear down rhe mental 
hospitals? Oppressive disuutm isn’t 
simply .1 matter of language ami thought, 
hm is also constructed through the 
icrriinrhil arrangement of physical 
em n i inmi fu md ilttmigh practuo ol 


ph^lv K Jcn«.T,.cpc^^'"^ al 

chain, itmuijih whtah thcy'nr buih, 

,,„lv [hr Ubrl' ihry kaf. 

In rhr tverv Jcep-runieu 

opprctsivc retotioft. thinking heynnd the 
oppress'* b .n'nlt.aen. it. 

end „pprewii.n - jltk.ui;l> " * ■ l1 '" 

. ... . 

lust ..■..in jiiiifaeisn't.*""'” 1 ' 1 
P„l,to which ignores will f.n> ™ 

overcome eapitsiliM opprewiwn. so n 
e |a„ pul I tics which ins.-ts on the 
primacy ..f cto« over other torms ..f 

oppress.. msulficient to J.h.cvc a 

truly tree society in which all rcl.itini" 
o» repression are overcome. 


in every day 

ttHtrt a tnaur 

... vfll 

„l boJin. «*h little totoarnJ 

lmlekaUw,peopl«h^a^ )p( _ w 
i anti 


t could i 


A.R 


Dfjts Paul Maguire still eoiisufer himself 
working class? According to hiv previous 
letters, the mere discussion of “anti 
messianic mexsaumsm (his term} would 
mark him out as a middle class buffoon 
uf the typr' that clogs up the milieu. 

Does he discuss the ‘abyssal* with his 
workmates on their tea break? f guess 
he doesn't talk of such things. It would 
he inappropriate, and thars precisely 
my point when I ralk of what it tv to be 
an a natch i it! — what it is to find yourself 
belonging to A milieu rhat others don’t 
even know exists.. 

When we become pro-revs, we're 
suddenly bestowed with cmisciousncss, 
Everything matters and has significance. 

We see congealed labour and alienation 
in every object around us. But we also 
ond that we can’t communicate with 
our Friends, family and workmates as 
we ost-d w, no matter Now much we 
pretend land we do pretend> to be soil 
one ut rhe boys. When you become a 
pro-revolutionary, you separate yourself. 
There's something important here, 
more than important. Paul has given 
me plenty of unedited abuse over the 
last few months. He didn't tike it because 
E tried to work out concepts tor myself, 

E questioned assumptions and moral 
platitudes. He thought it gut in the way, 
but really J was only doing what he 
does himself and what we are all meant 
to be doing as anarchists — searching 
for a means to grasp the world. 

But there’s a difference between m. \ 
haven't read most of rhe writers he talks 
about. I didn’t read academics until 
after I'd worked if all our for myself, 
and even then I found them wanting. 

He says I’ve arrived somewhere near to 
what Derrida says. Well, blow me, and 
unpaid vis well. So how did I do it? 1 
engaged with die milieu, I read uv news 
sheds and journals and pamphlets. 1 
treated their writers with respect, took 
them at lace value and held them 
accountable for vvhai thei wrote. 

I hey hated it when I poo-pooed their 
hand-me-down lefmt shiu I did the 
activist rhmg. I saw how it didn’t connect, 
but I didn’t hum out or withdraw. I re¬ 
thought it out again. L wrote more 
letters, made more contacts, asked 
more questions. I tried to read the 
academics, tried to formalise it, but l 
found they didn’t really get it - their 
position ui society means thev can 
never get to the dead heart of present 
existence, the Monday dread, the 
Vnday exhilaration. 

So I gave up nti the idea of university. 

I didn’t measure up and I was finding 
fragments of truth m the milieu any 
way. I aKo found that nobody had 
unified these fragments - it w as almost 
as 1 1 they were too scared to put it all 
together. 

Soon 1 discovered that thr reduced 
political language ul the left sould 
never Touch wliat the working class was 
feeling I could sumImi the struggle wr 


that rewtlttmm i*nT 
f.,rt« iinpntlir.ft . 

Lt.tocncc.rtc w;.y or ' hc °' h “ 

Irt difficult to wHtr 4R 
wtihout the pr“l* r * . 

formally cduc#"^ !^ ll *’ the ” 

ordmaty pwplr<»» “ ud ^ n l L 

...mcihimt iv lost m .imp HicaT.cm * 

the clarity thi"B 18 ■ wW* w** 
stdflinmg the stutterer' an " l * 
fh c iltiubrers and indi%'idua1 1 si* * L 

all that politic*. U r S dogma. There b no 
wuncssing m ir. It says nothmg to me 
about what I see or feel, it does nothing 
for the people I >t-r about me 

We need something more than etear 
language' because the solution to the 
scene isn't to be found within the scene 
Nobody 1 know is interested in 'self- 
management', nobody is interested in 
rhe 'struggle’- They've got struggle 
enough already. To politicise it would 
be a burden, not a liberation. People 
like Paul Maguire talk of the factory 
and the housing estate - 1 sav bulldoze 
the lot of it, wc want palaces, we wane 
champagne, wr warn Magritte and 
Ernst on rhe walk. We have no wish to 
fetishise our present existence - we 
want to abolish it. 

We'll never gcr over what we’ve been 
through. Life is too short, hut to savour 
rhe rich flavour of what it might be to 
K- a whole humiiTi l>emg, that's, wh.il it\ 

.ill .ihout. Thar, nru polmca^-cconomic* 
i> the centre of revolurmn. You d fbrgOTOCft 
thu, hadn't you? Your politics made 
you lorget Thai. I’d forgotten it too a 
while hack, bur now I've got it clear 
before me. Revolution is a visiratton of 
the angel of destruction lirst, then it c a 
mass migration* a happy exodus. 

And what Jo 1 get from the politicos 
when we're talking of the most sacred 
aspect ot our wandering? What do I get 
from Paul -Maguire who. above all 
Other writers for Freedom, should get 
it? Well, I think his response is 
illustrative- He ‘understands’ me 
through the tepid vcholastictvm of 
bourgeois writers. Etc categorises and 
dismisses me with the frigid theories of 
the academy. No, it isn't good enough. 
There's no need to read Derrida when 
you can read Monsieur Dupcmi, because 
Derrida, Spivak, BaJjou (something to 
do with Frank Skmncr?l and the rest are 
only the ghosts ul what we’re doing here. 

Rather than reading academics l 
recommend that the milieu generally 
should read with absolute seriousness 
the Ideas of the milieu- It should know 
itself. It should also listen to the pips 
squeaking, m the shops, at schuoL at 
work. Ihc use of alcohol and cannabis 
in Britain ix .u crazy levels - that's the 
squeak digs of people who exist beneath 
2i)>ui)0 leagues of pressure. The milieu 
should understand why people arc su 
out of it chat they can’t even read its 
propaganda, let alone act on it. 

Monsieu* Dupont 
* On a slightly different matter, Td mst 
like to thank all the people w ho 
responded to i he recent MD advert in 
F reedom. Em genuinely touched. It 
seems come sort ol vindication. I've 
now sent oil LS hooks as a result, and 
plenty oF pamphlets. Ii\ tunny how Fat 
Eve come, creating stuff that Jidn t 
exist before ythc pent bourgeois ideal, l 
know), but nobody could have 
predicted it. It’s pretty good l think, toi 
a factory hand’s lazv son, pretty gsmd 
for a useless, mamailaic loser 
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S ubtitled 1 he »ccret war 

between KrriarnA .mo 
l.tvi'ts iQitl Hie- Jar right. 
No KrrrriH describe* how 
Arm-Fa wist Action wjv 
formed in ihr mid MHOv, 

Its function wa» ro emu hat 
l.iHism phvviejJJy, on i lie wet*. A FA 
u.i> vT.irtrd hv mtfmbem of two groups 
The lirit tv as Red Action, which carted 
jjfc ., t A vpln from the Soda fist Workers 
Parry |f he nNginul Red Action members 
wc(t spelled for what the SW leadtr- 
ilnp vailed SquaddivoTK f he Second 
wjs the jnarchrviyndicafkr Direct 
Action Movement. 

The new ofpnkwrmn developed into 
IW 0 ma| 0 r r qu.isi-autorrnmous group- 
mp. London AM WJtt coneroM and 
dominated by Red Action I he 
Northern Network, bawd m the north 
oi England, was virtually all /ma/chut* 

| The exception was Manchester AFA, 
again run by Ked Action | - 
No Rerre.it concentrates on rhe storv 
ni the Network and Manchester AFA, 
fold through the eyes ot two prominent 
member*. Cfjtuu/pnsmgJy it oi me times 
slips mro the "Tm t*ui being macho hut 
»v toRowed him rnfo the alley and 
kicked Ins head in" approach to 
describing how the fash were mm need 
and hfuiTHcd ort the pavements of the 
north and I otldim, hut that doesn't tell 
thr whole vtory 

Both the authors were forced out of 

AFA by their Red Action ‘comrades', 
one for unspecified reasons, the other - 
unmentioned, hut hinted at - for being 
part of the (supposedly) anti tavctst 
magazine. Searchlight, Why it took u» 
long lor a direct actnin group to get rtd 
of someone in a high piwiium who also 


had links ro a grouping with proven 
lies to rhe police ami secret service* is 
,inyws)iur« Ph.it the hook i* 
published hv Milo, who recently 
published a Searchlight book on 
Combat is (now rn he found in the 
taurusi section ol youf local btKikshopJ 
is u timber dodge link. 

Sirnplv listing the time* when the lash 
got ,i kicking, never mmd the time* 
fhow long,* i we spern m the boozer, 
doesn‘i rdl the entire AFA sforv. 
Everything that Anii-Fasdft Action 
achieved as a largely working das* 
coalition of reds and anarchist a was, m 
rhe end, ruined by the internal wrangling 
(surprise number one} at Red Action 
constantly tried to upstage or sideline 
the anarchists (surprise number two). It 
meant rhal AFA Ivwr a lot of support 
from people w ho couldn't stand the 
atmosphere of mistrust and mmmtfanorh 
1 spotted at feast two factual errors 
which, funnily cm High, make rhe role 
the anarchists played seem much 
smaller and th.u of Red Action larger 
(surprise number three}, This just about 
vumfi up the book. It could be seen as 
an attempt by Scardihghr to chum credit 
(t.ash m?f for the defeat of fascism in 
rhe and I99fhv hut am I really 

that cynical? (Actually ves I amj. 

s lying all that, what AFA achieved in 
ns relatively short existence can only Ik 
realised when we compare Britain with 
countries hke Germany and France, 
where the far right were IcFt largely 
unchallenged until their street presence 
was equal t*>. or forger ihm, that of 
[heir ann*fascist opponents, 

Thar the far right here i\ still pretty 
much insignificant isiTr dmvn to the 
hies oi Search tight/MJ5 nr the Kind- 


wagon jumpers of the Anti Nazi 
I eagne/SWP. It's down to the few 
hundred members and supporters of 
Anti-Fascist Action who, over the years, 
stopped the fascists by ‘any means 


necessary’. Respect to them, and if yon 
were ever pari of that, then this book 
will surely interest you. But a true and 
impartial history is yet to be written. 

Dnnny 


Uq Retreat by Dave Katin and Sieve Tilzey, 
published by Milo Bonks, costs £7 99 and is 
available from Freedom, 84b Whitechapel High 
Street. London El 7QX (plus 80p towards p&p 
in the UK, £1,20 elsewhere! 


prtHMiom 21^1 February 


REVIEW 


in their book No Retreat, Steve Tilzey and Dave Hann try to tell the 
story of one of Britain’s most successful direct action groups 


BOOKS 


Tell me lies 

edited by David Miller 
Pluto Press, £12.99 

Everyone know* thjt the invasion ol 
Iraq wat built on ties. The politicians 
and their crralurci in the nut mi ream 
media, both here and in the l failed 
JiUtn, couldflT otherwise have jusiifted 
their aggrvsciun. The most notable (and 
now notorious claim was that Saddam 
Hosm ui had 'Weapons of Maw 
Dr^lruvtinn’ Hi i mild dcpfin Them. 
Blair Mid, within 4^ minute*. 

Anybody who wants to know more 
abiiui the breadth and depth of the 
deception, should start hv reading this 
book fell Me Lie* fim a senes of 
broadsidev through wJiar the subtitle 
call* rbe propaganda and media 
distortion m the attack mi Iraq’ 

'The firsr section comprises a set of 
articles written by JMger m rhe run up 
to the rnvunicm, Jr chronicle* ihc sorry 
way in which previously independent 
voice*, curb as the Observer newspaper, 
allowed ihnnvt lvev to In rolled over 
and grt then tumimo tickled, 
file next two section:) look at rhe 

wider picture ‘Trotn ,i marketing point 

of view, ynu dfin'i nit iodine new 


product* in August," Whitt Home 
Quel ol Staff Andrew l ard told the 
New York Tune* in September 2002. 
Tito tt quoted hv I aura \ Id ter, John 
Srjubci and Sheldon Ramptou in rhe 
iipctuiig of their chapter. ’War is sell'. 

The point* a* the Times went no to 
vjv, was that what was needed was a 
“meticulously planned strategy to 
persuade the public, the Congress ami 
the allies of the need to cun from rhe 
threat from Saddam Hussein. n And so 
a turned out* 

bievtuhly with a large number of 
contributors and a relatively short 
production schedule, there’s some 
repetition. Bur not too much, ami 
certain 1) nor roough rn detract from 
ihc value of the hook The fourth 
section. ‘Alteriiatfvcs’, keeps up rhe 
good work, though the present writer 
would have preferred a lirrfc more 
about the pan played by rhe internet in 
filling gap> left by the mainstream. 
Sorry, hut three mentions of Indymeduj 
in rhe entire book isnT really enough. 
Nevertheless* this t\ a useful primer 
which dr serves wide circulation. 

Johnny M 

Avffrlabto from Freedom for £ 12.99 (add 
£t 10 postage in the UK, £2,60 dsowfiere) 


My disillusionment in Russia 

by Emma Goldman 
Dover, £12,95 

Anarchist* should Ik grateful to the 
American umrrugraunii officials who, in 
1919, stripped Emma Goldman ol her 
US cmzctuhtp and deponed her in Russia. 
Ir allowed her to experience the Russian 
Revolution at first hand. From This 
emerged My Disillusionment in Russia 
uni Mv Further Disdlusmnment 
m Russia t I924I 1 , now both reissued by 
Dover under thr |92T ritle. 

One of the anarchist classics, her 
account ranks alongside Berkuuii’s The 
Bolshevik Myth as a key text of anarchist 
opposrtion to Marxism, at least as 
practised in thr USSR. If’v aUo an 
impijrt.itn document of our disagreement 
mTh Trotskyists, since rhe horrors \t 
describes . .iiiir from a mm* when Trotsky 
was still part ol the ruling junta. My 
I )i.sillu5ionmcnt tn Russia is simultaneously 
a personal chronicle, We see Fitima 
move from hope to despair as she sees 
rht 1^1? Revolution betrayed. 

“ft ii f ” she writes, \U once the great 
failure and the great Tragedy of the 
Russian Revolution thill if attempted 
(in tin liiderUiip ol the ruling political 


parry! to change only institutions and 
conditions while ignoring entirely rhe 
human and social value* involved ... 
Worse yet, in us mad passion for power, 
the l.ontmumsr State even viught to 
strengthen and deepen the very ideas and 
conceptions which the Revolution had 
come to destroy.” 

Johnny M, 

Available from Freedom tot £12.95 (add 
£1,30 poslage in the UK. £2.60 elsewhere) 


Against all tyranny! 

by Edgar Rodrigues et al 
Kate Shsrpley library, £2 

Brazil was one ot the ’New Worlds', the 
dream of which captivated European 
workers in the nineteenth century. Some 
ol those who went were anarchist activists 
from toumries a> diverse as Spain, Italy, 
Germany and Russia. Of course most 
of those who did follow the dream by 
emigrating, .march pt or not, soon found 
out bow empty that dream was. 

This new KSL pamphlet contains a 
number of essays, by three bands. These 
cover the general hiitory of the Brazilian 
anarchist movement and its chronology, 
an analvM*. ol Russian expectations of 


the new FI Dorado, and biographies of 
several anarchist notables. There's also 
a review of the well-known Rita Frci 
(. aneca Incident, ivhvn anarchist 
shoemaker Amonino Dommgu'ttt was 
assays mated by Marxims. 

All ways round. Against All Tyranny! 
is a testamcru to yet another substantial 
and impressive national movement, the 
existence of which is barely known to 
mam English-speaking aivirclusts* Thus 
handy pamphlet should help to address 
the situation. 

Toby Crowe 

A liable from Froedoro lor £2 (add 2Gp 
postage in tne UK. 40p ^Isewfierol 
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I tnnn from the f)iH»uM|tflW th.i'Ks 

they’re said :irr V 1 "' ”} 

(H-nple who ,mii [ ^oirnr 
jwlmcaf concerto *>t inam 
writers* Wh M gets published kfl * 
human enough for them. I inM hope 
rh m ,i different «hkJc oi opera ring an 
he srarrnJ up, ilt.it we c J" find * pmr 
ivjv nf beginning from where ,Hf 
from our budic*, f rom mir 
ragged flesh. 

Bin for the numienr we must ask 
ourwho whj ?fo few spe.il; and why so 
m.my remain silent, .is our collectivity 
requires that this is reversed. And if it 
turn* out that the ssierir lire si km 
fjtvaust ihey’rr nimblr to speak clearly 
in 'pnlirfrar language* then that harrier 
should he abandoned as eltnsf. 

M.D, 


Dying embers 

J want tf reply ro rbr List Green and 
Black Bulletin (Red tones, 24 rh 
January)- I was struck by the authors 
concern rhac atumal predators are 
disappearing, while at the same rune 
making a for of fuss over capitalist 
predators preying on rheir co-humans. 
h there a reason a hie basis for such 
Jiscninmarion? Is it because humans 
have souls and annuals don't- 1 
Another observation is that I can't 
see what problems capital could have 
with unjiittrttd influxes of immigrants. 
Donf they help to keep wages down? 

In my country, The Netherlands, it was 
employers who sought workers abroad 
when there weren't enough people for 
rhe work in hand ibefore the 1*973 oil 
crisis people could be selective about 
looking for a fob). 

A farther remark concerns the 
implication - as l understand the author's 
meaning - that public transport should 
bt tree, But public transport costs. If it 
can't be paid for out of savings made 
through the fact that us free, taxes 
have ft j be increased One may say: Jet 
the neb pays But we know how the rich 
are: tf a country becomes too expensive 
they move and the average taxpayer 
gets a higher tax bill Free transport h a 
nice idea as long as you have a low or 
no income, but are you sure you'll 
always wane to live thar way? Or 
should everyone live on a law income 
{which might He good for the 
environment}? Bur then how could 
public transport be free? 

6 as Moreef 

I’m amazed at Frankie Dee and his 
response to rhe Wildfire discussion 
(Commentary, -4th January], I can only 
assume he's been reading a different 
dialogue* to me. First, there's the 
calling of non-primjfivists 'anruGrmT, 
so ignoring their pro-ccologic.il 
comments. Then there's the claim that 
we 'evince nghivmisne.s*’ Tm not sure 
whai this means. Does a worry about 
the deaths of millions amount to 
'righteousness? Not to mention the 

r§*<- 


cmr 'viuotf seems i 

it's the primitivism ' 


cnmmM «lm, “few *» 

mu ,rtire their 1W QlUtc r^h.-1 drtr. 

)lk0 l, r ,nn told rhiir only priunnvtsn. is 

‘rear anarchism 

So rnffwot di* iCsthrcommunisr- 

.nrtrthisn who aren’t l>i;in|! r0il J 
meredibh 1 In reality* 

who have 

- insistently oeBu^J for one ».iv of life, 
namely their -priminviit’ vision. In 
contrast. I {for one) haw striked that 
the level of reehnoluBV must be chosen 
hj each community to suit its needs 
and wants. 

As for ‘co operation . wrfL how can 
you co-opemtc with someone who 
refuses to answer simple questions and 
instead accuses you 0/ seeking ™ become 
a ■politician' for advocating basic 
anarchist organisational ideas? So much 
for “respect, understanding and 
convergence''. 

Finally Frankie wonders what “aU 
the disdain*" is about, It's mure simple. 

If vou label basic a march] sr ideas as 
‘governance' and 'workers* sell- 
exploitation*! dismiss other anarchists 
as 'left anarchists* and ‘reformists’ and 
talk about the collapse of ’'civilisation , 
then people are right to ask questions. 

To dismiss out of hand the practical 
solutions offered by anarchism to the 
pressing problems a revolution would 
face without suggesting alternatives is 
crying out for disdain. 

lain McKay 
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We can know that Primitivism ts finally 
dead as a political philosophy now 
that it receives favourable coverage 
in Freedom. 

Steve Sooth 

Facts lacking 

Wliile appreciating many of the points 
about death rates for the elderly being 
\ lower m colder climates, your article on 
‘The killing season’ makes no reference 
to Winter Fuel Payments {Freedom, 10th 
January). Ir refers to rhe death of two 
pensioners who had their gas disconmxTed. 
In fact they'd automatically have 
received the Payment of 1200 or £300 
last December, They died of ignorance 
and the likely incompetence of their gas 
supplier. They should have gone on 
Fuel Direct or a payment scheme, 

In addition, due to rhe pressures of 
Christmas consumer spending many 
pensioner* don't use the winter fuel 
payment towards alleviating their own 
bills, Ir goes on grand-weans' presents 
Also the introduction of Pension Credit 
m October 2003 means thar a lor of 
pensioners who have some savings or 
who were reluctant to claim Income 
Support, have benefited, even il they 
have savings of £l 5,000 or so. 

Revolutionary sketch writers arc great 
at scoring political points but docs it 
have to be through a lack of facts about 
what provision there is for the elderly? 
The welfare aspect of the state can he 
criticised by appreciation of the facte* 
Furthermore* how many family 
members and friends, in the atomised 
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society the writer describes, take ihr 
social responsibility for ensuring that 
their elderly relatives and neighbours 
have warm homes and benefit 
cm i dement? 

Jim McFarlane 

Old comrade 

Tom Garble died at the end of last 
moiirh. I‘m wondering if there are any 
readers of Freedom left who remember 
him* I met him through Marie-Louise 
Be men in 1944, He’d been in prison as 
a conscientious objector and was then 
working in the Somerset coal mines. Hr 
was active m the trade union movement 
all his working life and remained a 
supporter of Freedom ro the end. 

Amorey Gettiin 

ah ^collections of Tom will bo very welcome, 
please email them io FreetlomCopy&aqi.com 
or sentf (hem to US at freedom, 84b 
Whitechapel High Street, London El 7QX 

Prisoner appeal 

The 6th Circuit US Court of Appeals has 
re ft t sc d H a rt i Id I he im pson s c ha lien gc 
to a District Court's recent dismissal of 
his First Amendment lawsuit. 

Now it goes straight up to the Supreme 
Court for a riding which will be both 
decisive and binding. This procedure - 
a series of local rejections*s is the route 
all cases must take to reach the highest 
ludidaj body in the land, 

Harold isn't dispirited. He believes 
the case is eminently winnahle and is 
pursuing it to the end. It needs another 
&30Q to get it there in pure presenrational 
form. Help for this final hurdle will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Frankie Dee 

Pot more in formation visit freespace. vngm.net/ 
simon.nissell/mdeji.lum or you can write to 
friends ol Harold Thompson, PO Bost 375, 
KnaphiU. Wokmg. Surrey 6U21 2XL 
DonaEloris can also be sent to this address 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

EnUnd IJtlEilJc i. mi u Jr Fnr.ipf 
Eoropc F.grcipt t.umuil 

Uirutf Jnrliutl urilyi 

Freedom [24 is.%uvs| half price for 12 issues 
Claimant v IU.U0 - 
Regular 14,00 22,00 J4.U0 24.00 

Imnrutions 22,00 JO.00 40,00 40,00 

Bundlv Mib^ hu fTvedmn 
24 ivnues, UK only; 2 copies i IK 
i 3 copies £24 
: 4 cciprev £10 

Kalr or return terms are available. For larger 
bundles or for bundles oimadr UK, gel in 
touch with us for details 

£ Ora account numhu joq oV(J5 
All price* are in i su rlmg 


A sideways look 

The poor of China’s Fujian province 
pay up to £20,000 each to be smuggled 
into Britain. Once here, they need to 
pay off rhe gangs who’vc brought them 
here and start to earn money to send 
home. It’s little wonder thar they find 
themselves used and abused hy ruthless 
capitalists who want an arms-lcngth* on- 
demand workforce for seasonal work* 

As we now know, Morccambe Bay can 
be □ dangerous place. Even rhe locals 
treat with it with respect. Concerns had 
beer raised before about Chinese workers 
rhere, and some have already had to be 
rescued in the last couple of months. 

The death of the nineteen cockle-pickers 
is horrific and exposes the dark under¬ 
belly of British capitalism. 

The work is bard, cold, wet and 
dangerous - and paid ai piece-rates, to 
all rhe clamour since the tragedy, the 
voice of racists complaining about 'our 
lobs being taken' has been conspicuously 
absent. There are some fobs that only 
i he truly desperate will do. 

When Simon Jones was killed fay rhe 
negligence ol his employers at 
Shoreham Docks, it took a long and 
spirited campaign by his family and 
friends to even get the authorities ro 
prosecute the company involved. All 
along, the police seemed more interested 
in arresting and charging campaigners 
protesting about Simon’s death than in 
addressing the llagram law-breaking 
done by corporations. 

Within a few days of the tragedy in 
Morec.imhe Bay, police had begun 
making attests in Liverpool* What on 
earth could have prompted them ro 
move so quickly? A late but welcome 
recognition ol the need to curb the worst 
excesses ol capitalism? Or the feet that 
some of the. gang-masters involved are 
probably foreign and a lot easier to 
scapegoat than a respectable company 
director from the Home Counties? 

I he reality is that Britain runs on 
undocumented, clandestine labour. We 
buy cheap fruit and vegetables from 
supermarkets that are picked by 
workers earning as little as £1.50 an 
hour. We have cut Mowers picked for 
us. Fish are packed. Offices are cleaned 
i nd ra kca wa ys deb?c red, 

\ French comrade who c.tme to work 
m London to learn English after a 
decade of unemployment at home told 
me that nobody in the kite hens he got 
fobs in could speak any more English 
than him, There was, however* a 
geographic hierarchy, 

We're often derided lor our calls lor 
borders to he as open for labour m ihey 
are tor capital. Even *is the tragedy of 
the eockfers unfolded, rhe gutui press 
were calling lor rhe government to stop 
F.im I umpeans m general, ami Roma 
in particular, from mining here to wank 


(as they'll be entitled ro do when the 
EU expands). If there’s one thing we 
can learn from this, it's that people will 
come any way, even for wages no one 
fortunate enough ti> have been born tn 
the west would consider. 

In a rare progressive move, even 
David Blunkert has said that Britain 
needs immigration. He obviously likes 
his pizzas delivered and his vegetables 
cheap. Perhaps he should be a fan more 
daring and take a leaf out of rhe book 
written fay another radical - George W. 
Bush - and offer an amnesty to those 
who arc already here. Stranger things 
have happened* Bur not much. 

Svartfiosfc 

Words we use 

TERRORISM 

We're allegedly pare of a "War on 
Terror’, And how is it to be carried on? 
Obviously by the systematic deployment 
of (military) terror, which wouldn't be a 
bad definition of ’terrorism' itself. 

Strangely, the most strident rhetoric 
against terrorism comes from the 
people who are more responsible tor it 
than anyone else - the US elite and 
their various lackeys. By their actions 
they inspire it throughout the Middle 
East (what’s a I Qaeda but an act of 
resistance against US occupation?) and 
fay their orders it’s committed. The 
American military is the faiggesr 
terrorist organisation the world has 
ever know n. 

Anarchists support resistance, which 
itself can rake many forms. Anti-fascism 
may sometimes try to inspire terror in 
the fascist. To this degree, activists; too 
are (or Could be) terrorists. The questions 
to be asked* as always, are: what’s the 
aim behind the terror and whose side is 
it deployed to support? 

Johnny M. 
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1. Mad Caliph Al Hakim of eleventh 
century Egypt made it ilk-gal to vvorl 
during the day and to sleep at night. 
He banned the manufacture of 
women’s shoes to enforce his 24-htm 
curfew on them. One night he rode 
oil on his mule .md disappeared. He 
left a group of disctples who believe 
he was ii divine incarnation. Who 4 i 
they now? 

2, Dutch engineer Maurice Gateomdrs 
invented the speed camera Wbar wm 
hiv other occupation? 

* Spanish anarchists used to joke that 
Marxists were t aalistas, followers * 
i -trios Marx Why was Mux a 
calculated insult? 

T What odd law does the hm Kefntbl 
nt Sail Marino have about dnitocui' 
servants? 

































































